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democratic republic. Furthermore, the effects
of the severe financial crisis which have af-
fected much of Asia have been much less se-
vere in Taiwan. This discrepancy can be at-
tributed to President Lee Teng-hui’s ability to
maintain a stable democratic environment
which has allowed a solid foundation for its
economy to grow. In addition, he has given his
people hope and optimism in Taiwan’s ability
to confront the future.

President Lee Teng-hui has also made
great efforts in trying to reach out to his com-
patriots on the Chinese mainland. Unfortu-
nately, his gestures of friendship have been
answered with lukewarm responses at best
from the PRC leadership. However, President
Lee Teng-hui refuses to give up his hope of
seeing a free and unified China in the future
and continues to pursue a policy to that end.
His persistence is a sign of his dedication to
democracy and is greatly appreciated by the
Western world, and in particular the United
States.

I wish President Lee Teng-hui every suc-
cess in the future. He is a respected leader of
a free, prosperous and democratic country
and deserves no less than our full support.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT A. WEYGAND
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, because of
weather-related travel difficulties, I was unfor-
tunately detained in my district Monday, May
24, 1999 and missed several votes as a re-
sult.

Had I been here, I would have voted in the
following way:

I would have voted yea on rollcall votes 145
and 146.
f

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES JOHN
EBNER

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to my good friend and cousin,
Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Ebner, on the occasion of his
75th birthday on June 7th. Chuck was born in
Albany, New York, and currently resides with
his wife, Laurel, in Barberton, Ohio. I would
like to bring to the attention of my colleagues
the dedicated service to country and commu-
nity that has distinguished the life of Charles
John Ebner.

In 1942, at the age of 18, Chuck enlisted in
the U.S. Navy and was a ‘‘selected volunteer’’
for the U.S. Naval Armed Guard. He attended
Gunnery School in Virginia and then was as-
signed to his first ship, the U.S.S. China Mail,
whose mission was to transport troops to Afri-
ca.

On his second tour of duty on the China
Mail, the ship circumnavigated the world. The
long voyage embarked from the West Coast of
Africa, traveling westward across the Atlantic
to the Caribbean and through the Panama
Canal. After crossing the South Pacific to Aus-

tralia, the China Mail continued across the In-
dian Ocean and into the Persian Gulf, where
it dropped off cargo in Iran. The ship passed
through the Suez Canal and sailed across the
Mediterranean on its return to the West Coast
of Africa.

Chuck then returned to the Brooklyn Navy
Yard where he prepared for his next assign-
ment as a gunner on the U.S.S. Carlos
Carrillo. Later he was transferred to the U.S.S.
Sacajawea, which took part in the invasion of
Leyte in the Philippines. Shortly thereafter, his
ship sailed to Pearl Harbor. At the end of the
war, Chuck was ordered to return to the
United States where he was honorably dis-
charged from the U.S. Navy at Lido Beach,
New York on October 14, 1945.

But Chuck’s patriotism and sense of duty in-
spired him to re-enlist in the U.S. Navy on
February 13, 1947 and train to become a ra-
dioman. In that capacity, he was assigned to
the U.S.S. Prairie and stationed at the Atlantic
City Naval Air Station until his second honor-
able discharge on February 5, 1952.

Near the end of his military career, Chuck
married Laurel Kelley on January 25, 1951.
Upon his discharge, they moved to Barberton,
Ohio—known as the ‘‘Magic City.’’ Chuck and
Laurel have three adult children, Cathy, Linda
and Jack, and have been blessed with nine
grandchildren.

Chuck’s commitment and dedication to his
country and community did not end with his
military career. During his years in Barberton,
Chuck coached Little League and in 1959
joined the Barberton All Sports Boosters—on
which he served as an officer for ten years
and as president for three. Chuck also served
as president of the Barberton Chapter of the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes for five years
and was the founder of the Barberton Sports
Hall of Fame in 1979. Chuck was elected the
first president of that organization and still
serves in that position.

In 1980, Chuck was nominated for the Dis-
tinguished Service Award by the Barberton
Jaycees for his sports activities in the commu-
nity. He continued his strong commitment to
youth and sports by organizing the Barberton
Reunion Basketball game to honor the Bar-
berton State Champs of 1976. The sold-out
game raised money for the Barberton Little
League, Crippled Children Circus Fund and
the Barberton All Sports Boosters. Chuck also
organized student dances at Barberton High
and started the All Sports Banquets.

Among Chuck’s many community service
awards for these and other activities, he re-
ceived the ‘‘Andy Palich Outstanding Athletic
Service Award’’ from the Summit County
Sports Hall of Fame, of which he is now a
board member.

Chuck is now retired from Seiberling Rubber
and from his employment as the Outside Bail-
iff for the Barberton Municipal Court. But he is
not retired from his community. Chuck con-
tinues to dedicate even more of his time and
boundless energy to promote sports among
the youth of Barberton.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Chuck Ebner on
his 75th birthday for his lifelong dedication and
commitment not only to his country, but to his
family and the youth of his community. He is
a true role model for our young people. I wish
him continued success and good health in the
years to come.

A TRIBUTE TO MR. IRVING
LITTMAN

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Mr. Irving Littman, who
will celebrate his 80th birthday on July 27,
1999. Mr. Littman served with the First Field
General Hospital in the invasion of North Afri-
ca in World War II. As a sergeant at that time,
it was his duty to give anesthesia in the oper-
ating room to soldiers wounded in combat. Mr.
Littman was awarded many citations and med-
als for his four years of gallant military service
to his country.

Upon return to the United States after the
war, Mr. Littman became one of the youngest
Lincoln-Mercury dealers in our nation. He re-
tired to Florida. He campaigned for elected of-
ficials, and was the secretary/treasurer for the
Milton Littman Scholarship Foundation, which
to date has presented 236 one-thousand-dol-
lar scholarships to worthy young students from
four different high schools in Dade County.

Mr. Littman is married to his beloved wife,
Mavis, and they have a loving daughter,
Francine. It is a privilege to pay tribute to such
a compassionate American citizens as Mr. Ir-
ving Littman on the occasion of his upcoming
birthday, and I wish him many more years of
health and success in the service of his com-
munity.
f

KOSOVO REFUGEES

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am submit-
ting today for the RECORD the enclosed article
written by Mr. Leonard Cole of Ridgewood,
New Jersey. Mr. Cole, who serves as the dis-
tinguished chairman of the Communal Unity
Committee of United Jewish Appeal Federa-
tion of Bergen County and North Hudson and
as vice chair of the Jewish Council for Public
Affairs, recently returned from refugee camps
in Tirana, Albania. In his article, Mr. Cole elo-
quently illustrates the remarkable humanitarian
efforts being made by the Jewish Agency for
Israel, the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee, in association with the United
Jewish Communities, to assist refugees dis-
placed as a result of the conflict in Kosovo. I
am confident that all of our colleagues will find
much food for thought in this well written arti-
cle.

[From the Jewish Standard, May 14, 1999]

FINDING KINDNESS AMID CHAOS

(By Leonard A. Cole)

Nearly 15 years ago, on a two-day mission
to Israel, I witnessed lines of bedraggled
Ethiopian Jews emerge from an El Al air-
plane. They had suddenly been transported
from a 14th-century existence in Ethiopia to
a 20th-century life in Israel. Last week, dur-
ing another two-day mission, I witnessed a
sad obverse. In the company of Israeli and
American Jews, I visited refugees in a camp
in Tirana, Albania, whose lives have been re-
duced to primitive survival. Among the
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800,000 ethnic Albanians booted out of
Kosovo, 5,000 were crowded into this Tirana
camp. Living eight and nine to a tent, able
to bathe once a week, they are uncertain
where or if they have a future. The only
heartening similarity between the experi-
ences of the Ethiopian Jews and Kosovar
Muslims has been the rapid humanitarian re-
sponse by Jews and other caring people
around the world. And none have shown
more caring than the people of Israel.

For seven weeks, out of noble intention,
NATO has been pounding Yugoslav targets
with bombs and missiles. The attacks were
intended to stop Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic’s policy of murder and
deportation of ethnic Albanians from his
country’s province of Kosovo. Milosevic’s
penchant for ‘‘ethnic cleansing’’ is too remi-
niscent of Hitler’s war against the Jews for
the Jewish people not to support interven-
tion. But diplomatic and military mis-
calculations have become painfully appar-
ent: the failure of NATO’s firepower quickly
to stop Milosevic’s actions; the depressing
likelihood that the bombing actually accel-
erated the deportations; the destruction of
unintended targets, including the Chinese
embassy, a hospital complex, and convoys of
refugees. The unanticipated calculus was un-
derscored for me by the sight of scores of
U.S. helicopters sitting idly in Albania’s
major airport. Although touted as especially
effective against ground targets, none has
yet been used, apparently in fear that Ser-
bian firepower was still too threatening to
these low-flying craft. Exactly how the mili-
tary and politicial issues will be resolved re-
mains uncertain. What is clear, however, is
that the victims of the conflict need imme-
diate attention.

In the early hours of May 5, our plane,
chartered by the Jewish Agency for Israel
(JAFI), was preparing to take off from Ben-
Gurion airport. We were beginning a two-day
whirlwind of visits to Albania, Hungary, and
back to Israel. We would be traveling
through a thicket of suffering, but also wit-
nessing efforts to alleviate that suffering.
Under the auspices of the newly constituted
United Jewish Communities (UJC), some two
dozen representatives from North American
federations had come to bear witness. De-
scribed by the UJC as a ‘‘rescue mission,’’
our venture really was more a search—a
search for information, for meaning, and ul-
timately for ways to help.

‘‘Leave the last 12 rows empty,’’ the stew-
ardess instructed. Along with other blear-
eyed passengers, I squeezed into the forward
section. Our weight was needed as a balance
for the supplies that had been loaded into
the rear cargo area. Like 23 previous flights
from Israel, eight of them chartered by
JAFI, the main purpose was to deliver sup-
plies obtained from contributions by Israelis
and Jews throughout the world.

At the refugee camp, we watched as carton
after carton was unloaded from trucks that
had transported them from the plane. In or-
derly fashion the boxes were opened and the
contents were distributed by representatives
of various humanitarian groups, including
JAFI, the American Jewish Joint Distribu-
tion committee (JDC), and Latet, an Organi-
zation of Israeli volunteers.

And it is well to remember that JAFI,
JDC, and other helping agencies, in associa-
tion with the UJC, are truly the point orga-
nizations for the rest of us. the money and
supplies have come from federations and
from individual Jews around the world.
Israeli citizens alone have contributed more
than $1 million in food, blankets, towels, dia-
pers, soap, toys, and more. The Israelis built
and staffed the first field hospital in a ref-
ugee camp.

Delivering supplies to the Albanian Mus-
lims was only part of the humanitarian ef-

fort we witnessed in that part of the world.
We next flew to Hungary, where we met doz-
ens of Jews from Serbia who fled the bomb-
ings and were now guests of the Hungarian
Jewish community in Budapest. On the sec-
ond day of the war. Asa Zinger, head of the
Jewish community in Belgrade, Yugoslavia,
phoned his counterpart in Budapest, Gustav
Zoltai. When told of the distress among the
3,000 Jews of Serbia, Zoltai quickly arranged
for his community to receive as many of
them as possible. both leaders, now in their
70s, are Holocaust survivors. ‘‘For us,’’ said
Zoltai, ‘‘it would be difficult to know of such
suffering by a Jewish community and not to
help.’’

About 400 Jews from Serbia have become
guests of the Budapest Jewish community.
Since males between 14 and 65 cannot leave
Serbia, families are now being split. In come
cases, mothers have come with their children
to Budapest; in others just the children have
been sent.

But that is not all. Israel is also playing
host to Muslim and Jewish refugees from the
fighting areas. In fact, when we flew back to
Israel that evening, 32 Yugoslav Jews who
had been staying in Budapest came with us.

Some were coming as visitors, and others
to make aliyah. All these efforts are also
being assisted by JAFI and the JDC—that is,
through resources provided by Jews every-
where.

In Israel, we visited with several of the
hundreds of Kosovars and Serbs—Muslims
and Jews—that the state is hosting.

Each had his own sad story, though all ex-
pressed gratitude for the kindness extended
by Israelis and other Jews. Perhaps the most
memorable exchange occurred when a mem-
ber of the UJC delegation asked a Jewish
family from Kosovo what they had expected
before arriving in Israel. Anita Conforti, 22,
translated her mother’s answer into English:
‘‘Warm deserts and cold people.’’

What did you find after you got here?
‘‘Paradise.’’

f

UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION
TECHNICAL CENTER IN SOUTH
CHARLESTON CELEBRATES ITS
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ROBERT E. WISE, JR.
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ex-
tend my congratulations to the Union Carbide
Corporation Technical Center in South
Charleston in celebration of its 50th Anniver-
sary.

As an innovator for Union Carbide activities
worldwide, the Technical Center was first oc-
cupied in April of 1949 in the Research Build-
ing. Occupants from the Union Carbide South
Charleston Plant soon occupied the Technical
Center.

Since that time 50 years ago, the site has
grown to approximately 650 acres with ap-
proximately 125 acres developed. By offering
support through research and development of
technology used in the chemical industry and
providing engineering for the construction of
plant facilities and support to computer sys-
tems, the Technical Center offers worldwide
assistance to Union Carbide manufacturing
businesses.

Building upon its success as an innovator
as a multinational petrochemical company,
Union Carbide now provides 25 percent of the

world’s manufacture of polyethylene. It should
come as no surprise that Union Carbide has
garnered awards for three of its products and
services which were primarily developed at the
Technical Center. These include the UNIPOL
process for polyethylene, the low-pressure
OXO process, used to make alcohols and
acids and finally the production of ethylene
oxide and the derivatives of ethylene oxide, in
which Union Carbide is the world’s largest pro-
ducer.

I commend Dr. William H. Joyce, CEO of
Union Carbide Corporation and the employees
of the Technical Center and look forward to
continuing a very productive working relation-
ship. The Technical Center, in addition to
being a highly profitable and decorated organi-
zation, has been a good corporate citizen in
its involvement as volunteers in the area and
a good partner for the community.

I again congratulate the Union Carbide Cor-
poration Technical Center in recognition of its
anniversary and offer my wishes for continued
success and prosperity.
f

TRIBUTE TO MS. AMANDA
IANNUZZI, BRONZE CONGRES-
SIONAL AWARD WINNER

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
praise of an outstanding young adult from the
18th Congressional District of Pennsylvania,
Ms. Amanda Iannuzzi, a Congressional Award
medal recipient. Amanda’s commitment to
self-development and community involvement
serves as an inspiration to people of all ages,
and illustrates the accomplishments that come
with hard work and determination.

Without motivation, however, hard work and
determination are destined to remain
unfulfilled ideals. Amanda’s motivation
breathed life into innumerable commendable
acts. Not only did Amanda involve herself in
volunteer work, but invested time in broad-
ening her artistic and physical skills. While
much of what is directed towards young peo-
ple is prescriptive in nature, it is important to
note that these acts were of Amanda’s own
design and were completed with her own re-
solve.

Upon review of Amanda’s achievements,
one is particularly struck by the considerable
amount of time that was devoted to obtaining
this award. Hundreds of hours over the course
of months were invested. Clearly, Amanda
recognizes the immense value of giving one’s
time to help others. It is my hope that your ac-
tions foreshadow a life distinguished by the
pursuit of new challenges.

Congratulations Amanda! Best wishes to
you for continued success.
f

IN TRIBUTE TO THE LATE SHEL
SILVERSTEIN

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 25, 1999

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
tribute to the life of Shel Silverstein, acclaimed
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